[Diagnosis of congenital heart diseases].
Most of the relevant congenital heart defects are recognized by the neonatal clinical screening or even in utero by fetal echocardiographic screening. Nevertheless, a substantial percentage of defects are missed in the early screening and are diagnosed after discharge from hospital during childhood or even during adulthood. Often, this delay in making the correct diagnosis affects the overall outcome of the cardiac children. In almost all patients, cardiac findings are present that should have alerted the physician. This article reviews the importance of history and physical examination in the early diagnosis of congenital heart disease.